
 
 
 

   AJISS-Commentary 
 

   The Association of Japanese Institutes of Strategic Studies 

 

 IIPS RIPS  

 Institute for International 
Policy Studies 

The Japan Forum on 
International Relations

The Japan Institute of 
International Affairs 

(Secretariat)

Research Institute for 
Peace and Security

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No.40.  12 August 2008 

 

THE HOKKAIDO G8 SUMMIT AND 

NUCLEAR ENERGY 
 
Tetsuya Endo 
 

 

Editor: 

Akio Watanabe 
 
 
Editorial Board: 

Kenichi Ito 
Masashi Nishihara 
Seki Tomoda 
Taizo Yakushiji 

 
 
Online Publisher: 

Yukio Satoh 
President, JIIA 

The most important issue on the agenda of the G8 
Hokkaido Toyako Summit (7-9 July) was global 
warming. Related to this, and given the pressing 
challenges posed by the nuclear programs of North 
Korea and Iran, nuclear issues were also taken up 
more seriously than at previous G8 summits. 
 
  
The views expressed in this piece are the author’s own and should 
not be attributed to The Association of Japanese Institutes of 
Strategic Studies. 
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Nuclear issues are addressed from three aspects: the peaceful use of 

nuclear energy, nuclear nonproliferation, and disarmament. However, 

non-proliferation had dominated previous G8 discussions, with the other two 

subjects being hardly discussed due partly to the diversity of opinions among G8 

countries. Being a major peaceful user of nuclear energy as well as the only 

nation to have suffered atomic bombings and boasting a proud record in nuclear 

non-proliferation, Japan worked hard both officially and privately to ensure that 

the three aspects were taken up in a balanced manner at the last summit. The 

following is a summary of how nuclear issues were mentioned in the Summit 

Leaders’ Declaration. 

Political Issue 

(Non-proliferation) 

-  We are determined to make every effort, including 

strengthening relevant multilateral instruments, to overcome the 

danger of the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction 

(WMD). 

-  We support the Six-Party process towards the verifiable 

denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula and the eventual 

normalization of relations between the relevant Six-Party 

members through the full implementation of the Joint Statement of 

19 September 2005, including the resolution of the outstanding 

issues of concern such as the abduction issue. While welcoming 

the Democratic People's Republic of Korea (DPRK)'s provision of 

a declaration, we urge the DPRK to fully cooperate in the 

verification process. We also emphasize the importance of swift 

disablement of all existing nuclear facilities and the abandonment 

of all nuclear weapons and existing nuclear programmes by the 

DPRK. We also urge the DPRK to fully comply with relevant 

United Nations Security Council Resolutions (UNSCRs). 

- We urge Iran to fully comply with UNSCRs and, in particular to 

suspend all enrichment-related activities. We support the 

diplomatic efforts of the EU3 (Germany, France and Britain) + 3 
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(Russia, the United States and China), and urge Iran to respond 

positively. We also commend the high-level dialogue by Japan. 

- We welcome the ongoing reductions of nuclear weapons that 

the nuclear-weapon States among the G8 members (the US, 

Russia, Britain and France) have made so far and call on all 

nuclear-weapon States to undertake such reductions in a 

transparent manner. 

- Since the risks of the spread of weapons and materials of mass 

destruction exist worldwide, we agree that the Global Partnership 

against the Spread of Weapons and Materials of Mass 

Destruction, which was launched at the Kananaskis Summit in 

2002, will address these challenges. 

- With regards to the peaceful uses of nuclear energy, we are 

committed to the highest possible standards on nuclear 

non-proliferation, safeguards, safety and security (3S) including 

the IAEA Additional Protocol. We appreciate various initiatives 

regarding multilateral approaches to the nuclear fuel cycle and 

assurances of nuclear fuel supply and encourage all efforts to 

further develop them. 

Environment and Climate Change 

- We witness that a growing number of countries have expressed 

interest in nuclear power programs as a means of addressing 

climate change and energy security concerns. These countries 

regard nuclear power as an essential instrument in reducing 

dependence on fossil fuels and hence greenhouse gas emissions. 

We reiterate that safeguards (nuclear nonproliferation), nuclear 

safety and nuclear security (3S) are fundamental principles for the 

peaceful use of nuclear energy. Against this background, an 

international initiative proposed by Japan on 3S-based nuclear 

energy infrastructure will be launched. We affirm the role of the 

International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) in this process. 

(Underline added by the author) 
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This is the first time that the three pillars of nuclear energy have been 

incorporated into the G8 Summit Leaders’ Declaration and that nuclear 

disarmament has been mentioned in the declaration, albeit briefly. These should 

be welcomed as major developments. There was also a positive development in 

nuclear power programs with relation to global warming, although the opposition 

of one G8 country regrettably prevented the development from becoming a 

unanimous message. 

There has recently been much talk about a "Nuclear Renaissance" (a 

resurgence in the worldwide need to promote nuclear energy), but the use of 

nuclear energy should not be welcomed with open arms. It is essential that 

nuclear power countries at least comply with nuclear safety, safeguards 

(non-proliferation) and security. I am happy to see that this "Three S's" approach, 

advocated by the Japanese government, is becoming an internationally 

acknowledged basic principle in considering the introduction of nuclear power 

generation. 

Yet challenges remain. It is necessary to acknowledge the need for 

nuclear power officially in the post-Kyoto Protocol framework, to be negotiated in 

future as one of the most promising anti-global warming measures. Japan must 

work hard with concerned countries to achieve this. It is also necessary to work 

out the details of the "Three S's" with the International Atomic Energy Agency 

and countries that have recently introduced nuclear power generation. In the 

area of nuclear disarmament, Japan must also work hard to achieve concrete 

steps forward, such as the completion of the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban 

Treaty (CTBT) and the commencement of Fissile Material Cut-off Treaty (FMCT) 

negotiations, by the next Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) Review 

Conference in 2010.  

 
 
 
Tetsuya Endo is a former vice chairman of the Atomic Energy Commission of 
Japan.  

 4http://www.jiia.or.jp/en/commentary 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


