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April 5—Leader of the Islamic Revolution ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei here
on Friday described the Zionist atrocities in the occupied Palestinian territories as
a “deep human catastrophe”. Delivering the capital's Friday prayer sermons,
ayatollah Khamener also condemned the American support for the Zionist regime
and called on Muslims and Arab states to launce an oil embargo against Israel and
its allies. (Iran Daily 6/4/2002)

Tehran, April 8--Chairman of the State Expediency Council Akbar Hashemi
Rafsanjani here on Monday said there is no way out for the US and Israel except to
withdraw from the occupied territories and recognize Palestinians rights. (Iran
Daily 9/4/2002)

Tehran April 15--President Mohammad Khatami on Monday to Saudi Crown Price
Abdullah, Kuwaiti Emir Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad As-Sabah and United Arab
Emirates President Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan An-Nahyan, called for collective
action of Islamic states to stop the Israeli violence, state terrorism and massacre of
defenseless Palestinians. Khtami added that the Islamic states should voice their
disgust at Israel state terrorism by adopting a collective standpoint through the
Jedda-based Organization of Islamic conference.

In a separate message to Qatar’s Emir Hamad bin Khalifa Al-Thani, who also
currently chairs the OIC, Khatami proposed that all OIC ratifications in relation

to boycotting Israel be implemented in full and that Muslim oil exporters cut off



their supplies to the allies of Israel for on month to protest at the tragedies taking
place in the occupied territories. (Iran Daily 16/4/2002)
Dissenters from Washington's “axis of evil” say that the concept can only radicalise
Tehran further, make the work of Iranian moderates and reformists far harder
and in the long run destabilise the region. (11/2/2002 http://news.bbc.co.uk/)
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There is little dispute that Iran has a sophisticated missile programme, including
1,300 kilometre Shahab-3 missile. (11/2/2002 http://news.bbc.co.uk/)

Iran has denied, and European officials are highly dubious about, the US
declaration that Tehran exports global terror and has links to Osama Bin Laden
and al-Qaeda. European officials warn that the way President Bush denounced
Iran in his state of the nation address is deeply unwise. According to the
European commissioner in change of external relations, Chris Patten, "absolutist
and simplistic”. (11/2/2002 http://news.bbc.co.uk/)

By taking such a hardline on Iran, Washington is once again falling in line with

Israel’s view of its most serious strategic long term threat. Israeli officials insist
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that Iran is less than three years from developing a nuclear weapon and is
developing long range weapons that could deliver it. (11/2/2002 http://news.
bbc.co.uk/)

Yet Iran’s behavior does not conform to the president's words. Tehran continues to
back Islamist terrorist groups, including Hezbollah and the Palestinian groups
Hamas and Palestinian Islamic Jihad. These ties came under the global spotlight
in January 2002, when lran and Hezbollah were linked to an attempt to smuggle a
boatload of arms to the Palestinian Authority for the Palestinian struggle against
Israel. And reported Iranian attempts to buy influence in neighboring western
Afghanistan, including by providing arms and ammunition to Afghan warlords,
worry and anger the U.S. government.

All this activity has thus brought lran into a direct clash with the new U.S. focus
on combating terrorism around the world-and in the meantime, set back any
prospect of even slight rapprochement between the two nations. Was President
George W. Bush therefore correct to include Iran in the "axis of evil,” given
Tehran's undeniable terrorist links? Or was his pairing of Iran and lraqg (two
countries that fought a brutal war in the 1980s and that still remain warily
antagonistic), and Iran and North Korea (a Shiite theocracy and a Stalinist
dictatorship), too simplistic? (Foreign Affairs Magazine, “Fucus on the Axis of Evil:

Iran”)
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TEHRAN -- lIranian Foreign Ministry Spokesman Hamid-Reza Assefi here on
Monday denied news that negotiations have been conducted between any Iranian

official with Americans in Cyprus or other countries.

Speaking to domestic and foreign reporters, Assefi reiterated that no individual has

been assigned to hold talks with the U.S.(Tehran Times 7/5/2002)
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